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like to urge you t o su pport thxs motionof Senator Elmer's.
T hank you .

PRESIDENT:
W eihi n g .

SENATOR MOORE: Mr. President, members of the b ody , I r i s e
almost with a little reluctance h ere this morning to oppose
Senator Elmer's and Senator Barrett's motion t o r ai s e LB 10 42
from committee. I guess if i t ...maybe it always takes five
votes but I guess most things are pointed at me as a swing v o te
that voted not to all o w Cur tis o ut of the A ppropriations
Committee. Several people have asked me why and the reasons are
many, the first reason being that, to me, it came d own to the
simple choice between how would I want to spend a few dollars in
rural Nebraska. Now I'm not overly happy about the fact that
this particular year many of us in rural Nebraska are i n s ome
ways forced to fight over the crumbs, but, if I have to fight
over the crumbs, I think our m oney is much better spent on
funding for so il and wat e r con servation i n the Sta t e of
Nebraska. I will have a better chance an d a bett er ti m e to
explain why I feel that way but the debate today centers around
Curtrs. And the reason that I c ould cho ose so i l and wate r
conservation over Curtis st ems fro m a variety of facts, the
first fact be i ng tha t th i s i sn 't new . Th i s i s no t tne
Legislature's fau lt. A s Se nator Abboud has said, and Senator
Johnson has said, this h as be e n an ongo ing i ssue tha t I
inherited when I came to this body a few years ago. Bu t another
problem that I have inherited, another problem that I must deal
with during my tenure in the Legislature is the f act th at the
State of Nebr aska ran ks fourth in the nation in the number of
higher education employees per capita. We rank fourth in the
nation. Now, if we do, as we probably will this year, generate
some sizeable increases to the Dniversity of Nebraska as well as
our state colleges, not only will we have some of r he h i gh e s t
number of fac ulties per capita, we will also have some of the
h ighest paid faculty in the region and I don't think i t 's fai r
that the tax payers o f Nebraska have to do that. I h ave said,
during my campaign, I have said during my short t enure in the
Legislature that it 's time in the state that we get our higher
oducation house in order. And yard John son waz abs olutely
correct, this body very, very, very seldom has the backbone to
make a decision to close something. N ow , I don 't re lish th e
fact that in this case we' re closing a program that is very near
and dear t o my neighbors and ve r y ne a r a nd dear to my

Thank you. Senat or Moore, please, then Senator
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